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If we sit back at such a time, we shall be washed away by the flood.
To wake up when it is too late would be like digging a well after the
house has caught fire. The Indian traders, whether big or small, should
immediately make it public whenever they encounter any difficulty in
obtaining their licences. It is the duty of the Congress to appoint a special
Licences Committee to investigate cases in which traders are deprived of
their licences. It should be the duty of such a Committee to go from
village to village and record such cases. We believe that this journal reaches
and is read in every village. We can cope with the work properly only
if the following details are sent to us regarding persons who have been
unable to get their licences :

L  the name of the person who has been refused a licence;

2.   the place for which the licence was sought;

3.   whether or not the person carried on trade before;

4.   if he did, where;

5.   whether the shop is owned by him or taken out on rent;

6.   whether the structure is built of brick or tin : if possible, a pencil
sketch should be attached;

7.   the amount of the capital declared;

8.   the arrangements for keeping account books;

9.   whether there are any white   merchants'   shops in  the vicinity;
if there are, how distant;

10.   the number of Indian traders in the village;

11.   the reason given by the Licensing Officer for refusing a licence;

12.   whether an appeal was preferred to the Local Board against the
decision of the Licensing Officer;

13.   all   relevant   originals   or   copies   of   documents,   such   as   the
application, the reply received, etc. to be enclosed;

14.   if any certificates from well-known Europeans are available, these
also should be sent;

15.   all these documents should be sent in an   envelope  addressed  to
the Gujarati   Editor,   Indian   Opinion,   Phoenix,   with  the   superscription
" Regarding Licences " in a corner, in Gujarati.

If well-known people carefully send the above information from
various places, we believe much good will come out of it. This work
can be very easily done without money or labour. We intend to use the
information in our English columns as well as in our communications to
the Government in the matter.

[From Gujarati]
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